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Mission Statement

The Centre County Conser-
vation District is a commit-
ted, professional agency
functioning as the primary
local source of assistance
to all individuals and or-
ganizations who benefit
from the count
resources that we collec-
tively strive to sustain and
improve.
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Conservation Conversation

Centre County Conservation District
2016 Annual Report

The Centre County Conservation District celebrated 62 years of service to Centre County resi-
dents in 2016. The Centre County Conservation District was formed at the request of farmers
and others in the county who were interested in conservation of soil and water resources, and
land use planning. The District was declared a Conservation District by the Centre County
Board of Commissioners in October 1954. The District was initially organized to provide for the
conservation of soil and water resources, assist in watershed protection and flood prevention, pre-
serve woodland and wildlife, protect public lands, and to protect and promote the health, safety,
and general welfare of the people within the community. The District is a subdivision of state
government and is administered by a volunteer based Board of Directors. The District board is
currently composed of four farmer directors, two urbpublic directors, one county commission-
er, and four associate directors. In 2016, there were eighttile employees. Some of the pro-
grams that the District staff administer include: The Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control
Program; National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting program; Chap-
ter 105 Stream Encroachments program; Dirt, Gravel & Low Volume Roads; Chesapeake Bay
Program; Nutrient Management; Ag Conservation technical assistance; as well as sponsor the
County Envirothon. Monthly board meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month in
Room 146 of the Willowbank Building, Bellefonte, at 7:30 p.m., and are open to the public.

Conservation District Help Farmers
Obtain Required Farm Plans

The Conservation District has been holding local public workshops, visiting with individual farm-
ers, and funding Contract Plan Writers to help farmers develop the written farm plans required by
State law. Anyone who has livestock (even just a few) or applies manure to their land needs a
written Manure Management Plan. Anyone who disturbs 5,000 square feet (1/10 of an acre) or
more of land requires a written Agricultural Erosion and Sediment (E&S) Control Plan. The State
has launched an initiative called the Chesapeake Baydee strategy, which includes visiting

farms to ensure they have the required plans.

In March 2016, the Conservation District held a successful plan development workshop in Belle-
fonte. 82 attendees obtained Manure Management Plan workbooks and learned how to write their
own farm plans. The Plans do not need to be submitted to any agency; but, they need to be availa
ble at the farm upon request.

The Conservation District has nearly completed a grant that paid Contract Plan Writers to devel-
op the plans needed for farmers that requested assistance. To date, the Contract Plan Writers
have assisted 157 farms in Centre County. These farms are now in compliance with State law,
having one or both plans, as needed for their specific operation. This includes 139 Manure Man-
agement Plans and 132 Agricultural Erosion & Sediment Control Plans. These 157 farms encom-
pass 21,045 acres cropland, 3,411 acres pasture land and 9,331 Animal Equivalent Units (1 Anima
Equivalent Unit = 1,000 pounds of live animal weight). In addition to plan development, we were
able to discuss financial assistance programs that may be available to

install Best Management Practices (BMPs) needed to address resou

concerns.

Through the Chesapeake Bay grant program, the District was also al
to assist farmers with obtaining a Comprehensive Nutrient Managem

@ @
Plan. This plan will help the farm qualify for federal financial assistar f g
to install structural BMPs on the farm, such as manure storage and b A

yard heavy use area protection.
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Farm/City Dinner

The Farm/City Dinner was held on Wednesday, November 9, 2016 at the
New Hope Lutheran Church in Spring Mills. The dinner was sponsored b;
the Bellefonte FFA, the Centre County Conservation District, the Centre
County Farm Bureau, the Kiwanis Club of State College and Penn State
tension of Centre County. Emma Spackman, 2016 Centre County Grang
Fair Queen, is the daughter of Jeff and Kathy Spackman of Port Matilda. ; *
plans to attend Penn State majoring in psehool education and continue tc
help on the family farm. Emma served as Mistress of Ceremonies. Centr

County Dairy Prince and Princess, Justin Kurtz and Halee Wasson hoste | |
Milk and Cheese reception. \

Halee Wasson

2016 Centre County Dairy Princess

Emma Spackman~Mistress of Ceremonies
2016 Centre County Grange Fair Queen

and 60th Pennsylvania Dairy Princess

Justin Kurtz

2016 Centre County Dairy Prince

Mike Brammer,was our guest speaker. He is the Executive Director of the
PA FFA Association and Executive Secretary of the Pennsylvania Associa-
tion of Agricultural Educators (PAAE). He is also a member of the Friends
of Farm Show Foundation Board. Mike previously served as Secretary of
the National Association of Agriculture Educators for 8 years, and for 3
years he was on the National FFA Board of Directors. Before coming to
FFA he was self employed for 13 years. Mike creates opportunities for agri-
culture educators and students to interact with and support each other. He
provides the most professional training possible to all FFA members, and
provides local ag teachers with the latest information about FFA programs,
policies and involvement of business and industry representatives. He
works hard to better the lives of FFA members.

Ann Donovan, Centre County Watershed Specialist, presented the Watershed Stewardship Award to True Fisher

for her

dedi

cated work at Talleyrand Park. John Wat:

Management Technician, presented the Outstanding Conservation Farmer Award to Clint Buck. Jim Coslo and
Mike Philippe presented the Clean Streams Award for Excellence in Erosion Control to Budd Brooks of Potter

Township.
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True Fisher ~ Ann Donovan ~ Ta

True Fisher, current chair of the Talleyrand Park Committee, received the 2016 Watershed Stewardship Award for

43 years of dedicated stewardship of Talleyrand Park. True and her late husband, Rob, a local artist, were founding
members of the Talleyrand Park committee. Rob and True formed the group in 1974, in order to help Bellefonte Bor-
ough develop a park on a vacant piece of land that had been cleared of decrepit commercial buildings. In 1975 Counc
approved Robdés design for the park and in 1976, the
Oil Company donated the land that would become the Sculpture Garden, housing the George Grey Barnard casting o
Lincoln. In 1985 a foot bridge connected the Sculpture Garden to the peninsula and in 1986 Kerry Uhler designed the
suspension bridge over Spring Creek. Members of an area youth corps installed both bridges. Rob Fisher designed tt
Pergola in 1988 and the Promenade in 1989. Later additions to the Park include the Playground, donated by Supelco
and the Governorsd Memori al -fechistddends. Ibh 010tthe 8oroligh gxterdeds a n
Talleyrand Park and in 2011 the Edible Landscape garden was planted in the new section. More recently, plans for a
pollinator garden were implemented, the historic freight station, future home of a kayak/canoe museum was moved to
the park and two fountains, one in memory of Gino Fornicolo, were added.

Over the last several years the Centre County Conservation District has partnered with the US Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, the Talleyrand Park Committee of the Bellefonte Historical and Cultural Association

Bellefonte Borough and the Centre County Correctional Facility to stabilize the left bg
of Spring Creek. In 2012 we extended the stone wall from the existing wall to the sus
sion bridge. A year later we completed that project by building a section of wall from
suspension bridge to the mill race and we addressed another serious erosion issue g
left bank by building a 56 foot mudsill. Later we installed an additional140 feet of mud «J
on that stream bank. In total the partners have conserved almost 300 feet of importarfgs
park property by stabilizing the entire left side of the stream. '

As chair of the Talleyrand Park committee, True played a vital role in the overall impl
mentation of this work. Thanks goes to True Fisher and her partners who have workg
diligently over the last four decades to protect, preserve and improve the park. Their
forts ensure the continuation of the park, an important landmark not only for Bellefonte,

but for the entire county. The park provides an opportunity for many people to enjoy and appreciate one of our most
valuable natural resources.

Congratulations True Fisher!






